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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.BLAZES is divided into four parts. The first part deals with South
Africa where the author was the deputy to the High Commissioner from 1958 to 1962. The country s troubled
race relations were already under scrutiny in the United Nations and pressure was mounting at home and
abroad for reform. All this was resented and resisted by the governing minority of the population represented
by the National Party which was supported by most of the Afrikaans-speaking majority of the South African
white population. Black African resistance led to the major protests of March 1960 which were suppressed with
bloodshed at Sharpeville and led to measures that ended any pretence of democracy in South Africa.
Sharpeville resulted in the withdrawal of South Africa from the Commonwealth and set the stage for the events
of succeeding decades which eventually resulted in the establishment of a non-racial government under Nelson
Mandela in 1991. The second part concerns the Soviet Union where Brown was deputy to the Ambassador,
Robert Ford, for a brief 16 months from mid-1964. Ford was a foreign service icon whose career had been
marked by bad luck: he had been stationed in Moscow but absent on holidays during all the important Soviet
events of the fifties and sixties. That included the coup d etat when Nikita Khruschchev was removed from
power and the author was in charge of the embassy. The Russian experience was rich and demanding -- and
rewarding, for it lead to his first ambassadorial posting. Part three deals with the Congo plus much of central
Africa including Zambia, Malawi, Rwanda, Burundi, and Congo-Brazzaville: a lot of the dark continent that
proved even in...
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