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Gentlemen speak of the President s usurpation of authority. The Constitution authorizes the suspension of the
privilege of the writ of habeas corpus, without saying in express terms who shall exercise that authority. The
President has done it. It is an accomplished fact and cannot be undone. Suppose we now say that, in our
opinion, the authority is given to Congress, can we change his convictions of duty or control his actions? Such a
course will only bring about a conflict of authority between Congress and the President, and weaken the power
of both. 1 A similar thought was developed by Collamer, January 9, 1863: The Executive is just as much clothed
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