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From the Earliest Times to the Present, With Over Illus By far the best known of all Oriental u peoples are the
tribes which form the last components of the second great Semitic migration of the Nearer East. These are the
Hebrew tribes, whose home, the farthest toward the desert, would in itself indicate that they came as the last of
the great Canaanite migration, driven on by the precursors of the next, the Aramaean. These are the tribes
which combined themselves into the people of Israel, and their neighbours who dwelt still further toward the
desert, the Edomites, Moabites, and Ammonites. The Tell el-Amama letters prove the advance of Hebrew tribes
in the land as early as the fiBeenth century B.C.; one nation in particular comes prominently forward, which
expanded from the north - namely, the Amorites. These appear to the Israelites, in the writing which presents
the oldest form of their tradition, as the inhabitants from whom they must wrest the land; when the Israelites
marched in, the former had already become occupants instead of immigrants. We may thus regard the
Israelites as the next stratum aBer the Amorites, and may place their immigration somewhat ater. The earliest
mention of Israel is contained in an inscription of the Pharaoh Meneptah II., about 1200 B.C. Whether that is,
however, the tribal federation which we understand by this name, or some forgotten tribe, of which no record
is leB in Biblical tradition except the name of the collection of tribes banding round it and its sanctuary, must
remain at present an unsolved question. Within...
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