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Ignatius Press, United States, 2015. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 208 x 137 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book. A gift from God and the common home of humanity, the earth is threatened by man s abuse of his
freedom. In his encyclical Praise Be to You (Laudato Si ), Pope Francis challenges all people to praise and thank
God for his glorious creation and to work together to safeguard her. Popes Benedict XVI, John Paul I, and Paul
VI addressed key themes regarding stewardship of God s creation, but Francis is the first to devote an entire
encyclical to the subject. The encyclical takes its name from Saint Francis of Assisi s Canticle of the Creatures,
which depicts creation as a sister with whom we share our life and a beautiful mother who opens her arms to
embrace us. Pope Francis declares, This sister now cries out to us because of the harm we have inflicted on her
by our irresponsible use and abuse of the goods with which God has endowed her. Francis calls for an integral
ecology based on what Pope Saint John Paul Il called an ecological conversion a moral transformation linking
the proper response to God for the gift of his creation to concern for justice, especially for the poor. He
challenges people to understand ecology in terms of the right ordering of the fundamental relationships of the
human person: with God, oneself, other people, and the rest of creation. Francis examines such ecological
concerns as pollution, waste, and what he calls the throwaway culture. Climate, he insists, isa common good to
be protected. He explores notions such as sustainability from a Judeo-Christian perspective. The loss of
biodiversity and the unequal distribution of resources, largely caused by the consumerism and excessive
individualism of the...
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