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We cannot at all afford to suffer the anniversaries of great events to pass by without careful observance. They
bring so much of peculiar privilege and opportunity, so much also of especial responsibility and obligation. It is
the part of the highest wisdom to use them to the utmost, both for instruction and exhortation, for
encouragement and warning. They supply fit occasions for reminiscence and forecast, they help us so to sum
up and set forth the past as to send us forward with new inspiration and added increments of spiritual power.
In particular this centennial year demands wide spread and varied celebration in our churches. For it recalls
one of the notable events in the progress of the Kingdom of God in this land, and one of the most momentous
in the history of our denomination It not only marks the beginning of civilization, of democracy, of Christianity
in the entire Northwest from Pennsylvania to the Pacific, but it stands for the founding of the mother
Congregational church in a vast region which already contains fully half of our ecclesiastical inheritance. Our
center of population is steadily moving westward, is likely soon to cross the Mississippi; and already not Boston,
but Chicago is the metropolis of our Zion. With wise prescience, three years since our State Association began
preparation by choosing a committee to act with a similar committee appointed by the Ohio Church History
Society in preparing a suitable program for a celebration worthy of the unique occasion. The result appeared a
few days ago when in Marietta, at a joint meeting of the two bodies,...
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