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in August 1990 was the first test for the newly strengthened UN. The resolutions of this time are all formulated
very clear. It seemed that the international community spoke with one voice on the Iraqi aggression against
Kuwait and that the UN could finally work as guarantor of the international peace. But soon aIer the US-led
military operation Desert Storm that pushed the Iraqi army back into their territory the first euphoria started to
crumble. In the Security Council Resolution of April 1991 it became clear that there was more to the Iraq-Case
than just the aggression against Kuwait. In the formulation of resolution 687 it was obvious that the US wanted
to bring the downfall of Saddam Hussein about. The sanctions which were imposed on Iraq with resolution 661
in August 1990 were redefined and linked to the absolute disarmament of the Iraqi programme for weapons of
mass destruction. These sanctions were supposed to increase the pressure on Saddam Hussein to comply with
the demands made by the resolutions. Focusing on this the Security Council almost completely ignored the
humanitarian aspects of the sanctions. By cutting Iraq oK the international trading market and freezing all of
its banking accounts it was just a matter of time until Iraq would run out of money and the people would suKer
from famine. First attempts to solve the developing humanitarian crisis of the Iraqi people were made...
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